For Immediate Release
New, improved Principles and Criteria from RSB, the
world’s most trusted biomaterial coalition
Geneva, 8 November 2016 – The Roundtable on Sustainable Biomaterials (RSB) celebrated the
announcement at its Annual Assembly of Delegates meeting in Hanoi, Vietnam that its global members
have voted to approve and publish revised Principles & Criteria. This independent, multi-stakeholder
collective works to promote the sustainability of biomaterials and its user-friendly certification scheme is
the most trusted of its kind because it verifies that biomaterials are ethical, sustainable and crediblysourced.
The revised Principles and Criteria will provide users with streamlined and easier to follow requirements;
the amendments will offer:
 A new user-friendly format, enabling easy understanding of how to apply the standard
 Streamlined and clear impact assessment requirements
 Integration of the Green House Gas (GHG) calculation requirement with other available
measurement tools
 A new approach to measure GHG emissions from forestry operations
 A new requirement that provides a grievance mechanism for workers and local communities
 Addition of an integrated pest management requirement.
The RSB Standard is based on 12 principles and criteria that comprehensively address universal
sustainability issues. Partners implementing the RSB Standard demonstrate their genuine commitment
to the future of ethical, sustainable and credibly-sourced biomaterials, because the standard ensures
sustainability systems can address challenges including climate change, social, agricultural and
economic development.
A unique feature of the RSB Standard is a combined management and risk-based approach with a toolkit and guidance for operators that helps them reduce risks in operations and supply chains. This
approach also helps lower the burden for implementation, focusing on the issues that matter most,
whilst ensuring continuous improvement.
Download RSB’s Standards Guide for more details on the standard and download RSB’s Principles and
Criteria brochure which gives detail on each of the 12 principles and criteria.
The RSB Standard is the strongest and most trusted of its kind, enjoying recognition from World Wildlife
Fund (WWF), International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and Natural Resources Defense
Council (NRDC), amongst others. It is widely recognized by regulatory authorities in Europe, the U.S.
and elsewhere, allowing RSB-certified products swift approval and preferential market access.
The publishing of the revised Principles and Criteria is the culmination of an extensive consultative
process and unanimous agreement from the multi-stakeholder RSB membership on the
improvements and additions.

About RSB
RSB (Roundtable on Sustainable Biomaterials) is an independent and global multi-stakeholder
coalition which works to promote the sustainability of biomaterials. RSB’s user-friendly certification
scheme is the strongest and most trusted of its kind. It verifies that biomaterials are ethical,
sustainable and credibly-sourced. The certification is approved by RSB’s members, including leading

NGOs and UN agencies. RSB members work across sectors to set global best practice for
sustainable biomaterial production. Choosing RSB-certified biomaterials helps build trust and
credibility in the bio-based sector and supports a healthy bio-based community. www.rsb.org
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